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DURELL’S DEEDS.

Significant Testimony Taken in the Con- |
gressional [nvestigation.

[

The Famous Order of Me-
chanics’ Hall.

\ROSEATE JUDICIAL HABITS.

Norton's System of Settling Estates in L
Bankruptcy. {

His Own Confessioms and the
Evidence of & Victim,

WasHINGTON, Feb. 19, 1874

The following most important testunony 1s
among that taken at New Orleans In the investl-
gation of the charges agawnst Judge Dureil look-
(ng to hls Impeachment for corruption and male-
feasance in ofMce, and 18 taken [rom the oMcial re-
cord ol the evidence. Great pains have been taken
here to Keep It secret, coples for the press aviog
Leen persistentiy reiused. .

Fmery E. Korton, the fArst and most important
witness, 18 the celebrated assignee (n bankruptey
appointed by Judge Durell, and who I8 generally
credited with much of the dirtiest work of the
period of aparchy In Loaisiana, and 18 accused of
paving profited targely from the emoluments and
perquisites ol his posivion In robbing from unfor-
tupate debtors and creditors (Whose amalrs have
passed through his hauds) to the full extent of an |
\nsatiste sod uunconscionable avarice. These
Tankrupts and creditors have, it 18 sald, farnished |
Mo members of Cougress, some time since, the |
data whereby 1t is supposed that, if necessary, his |
continuance in the oitice which hes by bim been
shadowed in such disgrace snd infamy, may be
repdered impossible. Upon nis testimony grest
wxpectations have been built by the anti-Kellogg
party for the Lmpeachment aud removal of Judge |

Durell
THE TESTIMONY.

Fmery E. Norton was sworn and examined by |
<he Durell Committee of Invealigation on Decem- |
per 31.  After the usual preliminary queries, [rom
which [t appeared that the residence of the witness
{n New Orleans began ten or eleven years ago, |
snd that be lived prior to that period in New Yerk
cl'y, e testified tbat he had been made & custo- |
<ian of bankrupt estites from the time of their
surrender up to the tme a0 assignee was ap-
pointed, the law, 1t haviog been found, making |
o pruvisivn for the tuking care of vankrupt es-
tates during that interval. and many of them hav-

ing been abandoned and sometimes carried away. | had

He was designated to take charge of e property,
end was now the custodian of all baukrupt es-
tates, under the general order of the Court, |
entered on record. He had also acted as assig-
nes In bankruptey, but tor the number of casesin
which he had g0 acted be reierred the commitlee
10 his books.
THE NUMBER OF VIOTIMS.

There may have been Aity or a hundred, or fifty
or mxty. He bad been custodian of about 1,300
cases. In sume cases where he bad veen made co-
assignee 1n the seitlement of large estates it haa
been done without the sanction (by election) of
the creditors. He uad also been appointed to this |
ofice.by the Regmster of Bamkruptey, Acting in ac- |
cordance with the genersi order of the Court
giving him the power todJdo so. The witness, in con-
Junction with Lhe other assignee, made bills of sale |
of property. Some of the estaies were in Louisiana,
and gome In Texus, Arkansas, Mississippl, and even
in Tennessee. The sales of property were made by
the assignees. Norton had three auctioneers and a
braoch ufce in Mouroe, Some 300 or 400 miles from |
New Orleans, where some sales were made. The
witness sald that there were about 600 petitions
flied of estates at that point; the amount of prop-
€rty sold there wWas $3,000 or $4,000.

ECALE OF ¥FEES,

No regular scale of lees waa established. The

witness on this point sald:—

The charges that have been made by the as- |
signee huve been made in this wuy. The statute |
Huy8 this:—kive per cent ior receiving and five per ‘

ceut J0r paylng on tue fdrst $5,000; two and one-
Liall per cent jor receiving sud two and one-hsif
pe: cent lor paying on tie next $5,000, snd one |
Pper cent wor the balan e, 1l Lhere 18 l?‘ When |
reasonadle compensution was allowed 1 have |
charged what was & reasousbie compensation for |
my allo.neys, Clerhs, siationery, my own ser-
vices; afd whers i« have real estate 1 have 1o-
cluded e priuter's and wuctivneer's bulis and the
lecs ol the Heguster, Marshal and Clerk,

. Was this matier ol cowpebsstivn submitted
to the Court? A. Yes, mur,

TUE SYSTEM OF RELEASE OF ESTATES

Q Anu upproved by tue Court? A, In some
cases; the property that was relsased, subject to
INOTrLERge, Was Wiure property was mortgaged lor
4 much larger amouus LLAn 18 Va.ue; 10 those
cases | have peitioned the Court to sllow me to
1ejogse the property lor 3 cumpensation which
might be sgreed upon hetween mysell and the
murtgage credilor, Or Lie PATLy in interest holding
& morigage, with the veador's priviege,

THE ASSIGNER'S LITILE HAUL.

Alter I had syreed with hum what lie wonld pay
for the services dope [ would then petition the
Court tw have It allowed me as compenration (or
#¢ 1 vices rendered ; auotbher class ol cases s this :—
1 tie my account und oot the creditors Lot [
Duve Died my account lor a dividend, U 11 was a
dividend, and | notuy all the kuown creditors that
luwmn poing Lo wpply 0L & CEIL4ID dAY 10F & Betlie-
ment 0 my soiounl on A certeln estate; U itis
belore the Neglster, the Hegister S upon my
sceount if there 18 no vpposition ; should there be
oppusidon, 1t s reseried W the Court snd then
reierred to a Master in Coancery or Commissioner,
to examine th- sccount, and toe report of the
Master 8 eitoer confirmed or rejected by the
Court; then chere 18 sootuer kind; ao estate I
fiud, alter going all through it, is pot sufticient to
produce any woney to tue creditors; [ tnen petl-
tion be court 1o allew me to file my final account,
aud . give twenty days' nutice 1o all the creditors |
tiut On & certain day | will apply to have my ac-
count settied and be discnarged (rom the trust of
assignee; on tpe uay Lxed | appear belore the |
Courl, und geuerally, where there is no opposition,
the accouuts Lave Leen passed; then there 18
anowuer branch 4 cases u which there 15 not
enough woney Lo pay ¢x;enses; | then petitien
the Court, stating tzat 1 bave admimistered

the esiate 10 Lue best of my abllity, &apa
thal Shere 8 80 much money In my han
not suoient W ocull & second OF Wi

mesting o/ credjtors, uud | ask to be sllowed
thatsom and be discharged of any fariher duties
ar 3 | wili now cite anotiier class; when
I have sold property subject 1o morigages | have
soid most 0! the estale, or relessed It to the
mortzage crediturs, tuther than sacrifice (3 I
have agreed with the creditors tuat | wiil releass
the ¥ OB their paving what | would be en-
titled to recelve under the Bank upt law: I would

enerally arrsnge the matier with the Iawyers;

ascertain woether it I8 a vaulld mortgage and ex-
amine ae 10 whet,er the property will reslize any-
tilng to the comunon crewitor,

ERASURE OF MOKTGAGES,

fhen I the Cvourt to allow me to releans
this property tu the MOrigage crediurs ana allow
me Lo sectie with them as to the compensation ||
ghal have for dolng this business ; that s an agree-
ment between mysell und the creditor; | 1hen ap-

Iy to the Uourt and stale what | have done; that
Tuua made this agreement with the creditor;
tnat be will allow me so and 80 to deiray the ex. |
penses ol the bankrupt, ask toe Court
to silow me the amount 1 have agread upon;
oAt has been the way with most of the property
Teicased out ol bunkruprey: | will tell you bow [
Lave disposed of other property; In cases where [

Lad property two or more years on my B8
4 sugar plantavion abandooed the rebel-
iton, vie Court would yrant me this order :—Allow

e Lo petilion, stating all the [Rots, that the -
€rty was encumbered, and ask leave of the

to eruse the mortgages and sell (e property iree
from encumurances, eaving the person who may
clim the fund o come tn and claim (1 In this WAy
1 got rid of & good deal of propert , but the cases
of that kind are ot very uumerous, becaase [
found It wWaS BRCTINCINE Ly property, Lhe eXpenses
were 80 heavy, and | adopted the plan of just re-
Trusing It to the mortguge crediiar whenever they
wouid do it | do not =upnuse you counld sell the
I8t plantation in tne State lor more than $10,000
or §L1,00> at auction.

Q. Ihd this matter of the amonnt of your com-
pensation come under the supervision of the Court

enerully? A, 1 there was any oppusition the

ourt always referred it 1o the Commissiuner,

i Lt 1t come under ibe supervisioo o) the Conrt
in these clusses of vases you Didve menllonedy A.
In u great many (nstances not because toe fegis-
ter l;&l &l&l who "{2::.! leen lllh wWuich thers |g
N0 O ol 4, the rt eoly LU )
where Lhere is opposition, g

FEES OF THE CUSTODIAN,

Q. Did you réceive iefs ma custodiant A, Yes
sir; thefees received us castodisl Wers wiiowed |
L7 the UoNCAL the Jees as custodibn Wers put uto |

| against 8 bankro

| gave him
Was

' lrom Mr.

the gene
make any dislinction; wenté right along sud pui
them in the Bame seconnk

. What was the soale of your fecs or the rate at
which you charged leed as custodian? A, It variea
110w one, ole 400 & hall, two and sometimes Uve
dollars per day, dépenoing upon the estate.

ATTY RNEY'S FERS,

ﬂ% paid per year? A, HSome years very mach
lflﬁl than oshers; | should tmnk Sione got in the
E of

L]

(¢4 Der year, perhaps, §20,000; la 1be aost |
Q. HOw muny years did he serve? A. About tWo

may
’Q ow long has Mr. Moghes been acting as
. . L&
your u}wrno l" He hae n n““nyi ‘:_:.e bal= |
ance ol the e, I suppose about Lhree

Q- What do his wfn;momwpar;mr Al

suppose about $16,000 & yeur.
THE PROFITS OF NORTON.

Q. How mnch property were you posseaseqd of
when you came to Louisianal Al suppose 1 was
worth $40,000: 1 do not think 1 brought bers more
thin $10,000; 1 may have brought as much as

15,000,
" Y. How much are you worih pow? A. Ishould
thiuk that | was worth, I 1 waa seliled up,
$126,000; perhaps not as mueh.
QHARGES FOR SET/LEMENT WHEN THERE I3 NO

ESTATE LEFT,
Q. Teil ms the highest charge you made ont
r: where there was no estage

tarned over,- A. [ can tell you what the usual '
charge 18; 1 cannot tell the hest sim | may
nave charged ; my usust charge has been $100 o
do the bosiness; I yoa will allow me to expluin, I
have goue throuph estates where there would be
copnlederate money, confederate bonda or sumtiar
transactions, that it has beed s wuch trouble to
go thiough with s it would 1o take up an oral-
nary baokrapt case, and 1 have exumined the
bankrupt at length and Rcrhm examined bim
two or tares times, and 1 have never forced the
bankrupt to puy me any considerable fee for this
service, and whatever | have received has beeu s
mutter entirely betweéen me and the bankrupt, a
setticment with the baukrupt; I have never lorced
a bankrupt; if the baukry be had nothing 1
& discharge.
Q. this §100 4 sum In adaition to the fees
provided ior by law ¥ A. No, sir, I think nos.

Q. | am age-umg now of tpls $100 that yom
&l:wét“ s0metimes charged §100 and some-
e+ n

Q. Dnd you charge that In addition to the fees |
allowed by law A, 1t was an agreement between
the bankrupt and myseil.

DISOHARGE OF THE BANKRUPT.

Did you collect that smount without rt-
ing it to the Uoart or keeping any account of it on
the book ¥ A, 1 reporied it in this way—that the
bankrups had satisfied my fees; that he had passed
his examinanon and I did pot know ol any objec-
ton to his discharge.

Q Anud gpun sueh report did tne Court confirm
your acta? A. Not alone.

. Dud the Cours make an order based nron that
report ol youra? A, Noton that ope single thiug,

Q. What eiset A, In order to discharge a man
tne Assignee and Regater and Marshal make a re-
purt to the Court that chere 18 no opposition and
that the lees have been paid, sud on that the Court
wischarges the bankrupt,

NOBTUN'S PLAN OF PROCEDURE DISCLOSED BY A
VICTIM.

The testimony of John Fietcher Wyche, who
was & barty to proceedings in the Bankruptey
Coort, shows &8 clearly as any of the numerons
exampies given what waa Norton's plan ol proce-
dure a3 nulversal assignee. 1In bis Lestimony Mr,
Wyche said:—

1 flied a petition to be adjudged a bankrapt; I
Was A mewber of the fivm of John F. Wyche & Uo., |
aod | ded & pesition, bolh a8 & member of Lhatb
Orw and individuaily,

A. Ithink In 1868; I am not

Q. How long ago ?
positive a8 to she year; | twnk it was in that

eir.

v Q. Wno was your attorney? A. Ithink I man-
aged my own Case AL fret, but toward the last [
Mr. McKee: | aldo counsulted and employed
Mouowen and Fenelon,

Q. What kind of property did you surrender to
the assignee In bankrupicy ! A. 1 surrendered
the assers ol E&m gl dghn F. Wyche and a plan-
tatjion with moveable property attached Lo
i1, consiailng of mules, carts, wagons, &o.

Q. Wuno was the as ee salected by vhe eredit-
ors? A. 1donot think there Was any assignee
selected by the creditoms

. Woo acted as assignee? A, Mr. Norton.
. Were there any Incumbrances upon thus prop-
erty {’?n surrendered? A. Yes, sir.

. Wnat was the nature ol the incumbrances;
was It & judgment, mortgage, or what? A Allow
me to give & Oistory of the case. In 1838 | pur-
chased from Dr. Peopies a sugar plantation, givin,
Iny notes lor the payment ol iij he transierre
these Doles Lo my lather-in-luw, H, W. Peopiles, to
whom he was Indebted ; these notes were beld by
my futher-o-law uoti s death, My mother-in.
law sumipistered upon the estate, and, at the
period | went into bankruptey, the accumuilation
of principal and interest amounted to 000 ; 1t
was, therefora, In the snape of a vendor's bail

Q. Was there s mortgage to secure this pur-
chuse money? A. It was a vendor's lien; judgment
bad been obtalned in the distriet Court of my dis-
trict against me lor the sum of $68,000; there was
Al80 4 murtgage opon the siaves and upon all the
movable property belooging to the estate; the
originel mo on the land amounted to

42,0 0; 1think the distric court gave a judgment
'or the entire mortgage, amoon to $38,000. |

Q. This was for the ipterest and principal of this
vendor's len, togelher with the moriguge lor the
slaves! A. Yes, sir,

Q. That was the situation of the property as the
time you were in bankruptoy? A. Yes, sr,

IN THE HANDS OF PHILISTINES,

Q. What disposition was made of the real estate
of wiich you were pussessed at the time yon went
into bankruptcy ¥ A. My mother-in-law, éxecutnx
of the estate of H. W. Peopies, baving no ready |
money, aud the property consisung entirely of |
lands, I, as ner sOU-ID-law, came pere to represent
her 1o order to purchase that property if possible
with our morigage; | soon understood aiter my |
arrival here tuat pro']:eru surrendered in bank- |
ruptuy should ve so'd lor cash apd the proceeds |
shouid go (uto the hands of the assignee sabject 1o |
these various clalus; | therefors saw 10 an instant |
that the iuterests ol the estale were in great jeop-
ardy; | conierred with Mr. Norton and Mr, Stone |
aboat the matter, and I soon tvood that | wasin |
the hands of the Plnhstines, and 1 thereiore bad to |
WOrk the best | gould; It LOOK me oue year of the
pariest work that | ever performed in my lfe.

(. Woat did you do ¥ A, [saw there was bat
ong polut ior we Lo wake, one cara for me to piay,
and that was Lo pay; It was 8 question ol dollars |
aod cents; I would not accept the services ol an |
attorney; I would not have given & fig tor the |
ald any attorney might have brought to bear |
I my cuase ut tuet time; I, of course,
went to consult my awtorney in order to
perfect my pupers; 1 endea.ored to ascertaln |
Stone and Mr. Norton Wwhat amount
of money wus necessary for Mrs. Peoples to pro-
cure titie to thus pruperty; it was two years be- |
fore Icould get them to name any deflnite amount;

1 therelore had to vide my time; fipally mej'seuf
for me ana asked that | should name the price
that 1 would pav; | pro d the sum of $2.500
that I would pay a8 the apent of Mrs. Peoples in
order 10 have Oer claim substsotiated snd the
property so d and boughe in; Mr, Stone laughed at |
the proposition and said that it would not pay she
COsLE Of Lhe court: toat it would pot begin o do
ir, sod tuat he couid not tunk o1 it; toat while be
wWas disposed o ald amd  assiEt me.
custé of the court must be pecured. I
think belore the conlercnce with Mr. stone
cameé Lo an end Lhe sald that he would
take $2,750 and graut & ciear title to the property, |
1 suid tnat it was lmpossibie for me 10 rase the |
otner $250, vur thst | would try; [ went out and
spent sbout a week tryjug to raise $250; | then |
weni to Mr. Stoue after | had succeeded o rasing
this amount o/ woney, and asked him to AX op the
glpan. and thut then we woula go and take a
inper:wlen tus amoeunt of $2,7560 was mentioned,
be sald that was pot tbe amount he had ssked,
toat | was entirely mistuken ; | insisted that that |
Was s agreement, but he would not take the
mouey ; I remnned uere s lew duys and we met |
again by sccident, when the subject was talked

| over, and he Anally said that if | would raise $8,000

be would see thuat the papers were fixed; | went
around again aud did raise $3,000, and went back |
to Mr. mtoue; he proceeded then to fix up |
the documents, aod when It Came 10
the question of costs, he sald, *“You |
misundersicod me; the costs of Mr. horton and
mysell are only inciuded in this contract, not the
entire expenses ;' gaid 1, “In the name of God, can |
you expect me to bear everything?'’ he said there
was (deneral Herron, the marsbhal, and Mr, Pitkin, |
the register, whose uccounts woald have to be set-
tled; “Well,” says I, after hesitating, “let me
know what the umount of these buls 15, he went
In and brougnt Mr. Pitk.n's bill of $150; 1 asked |
him i that wes all; he sald General Herron's ao- |
count @8 United States morshal was sbout the |
sawme amount; “Very good,” says 1; “fx up the |
{:perl and | will pay the money ;' the papers were
en fixed up and he gave me & discharge to the

| property, and al-0 a recelpt for $10 and costa, |

. How much money did you pay? A. Ithink
|

Q. And for tuat payment what dld yon get A,
I received the (itie (0 that property—at least, Mra,

| Peoples received the ttle Lo the property, subject

to the cimms,

. Im other words. she took tne property snbject
to her own claim against it, and 1o order to get |
that you paid lor ner about $3,200 ¥ A, Yea. i

Q. Whet evidence was given you as to the |
moneys you piald ¥ A, Nothing bLut shat recelpt of
$10 and the title to the properly.

Mr. E. C. Billings, who was associated with Mr. |
Beckwith and Mr. Hunt as counsel for Keliogg,
gives the following bistory of the famous

MECHANICS' INSTITUTE OHDER,
restralning the McEnery Legisiature from mect-

ing:—

Q. You were of counsel at the time the order
was made by Judge burell directing the Murshul
to wake possession of the Mechumes' Institute wna
prevent any unlawiul sssemblage 1o it? A. Yes,
mr,

3. Do yon know where Judge Durell wad at the
t.tlge he mlniia ﬂmi u:gu’r A, Al his rovms, No, |

18 Custom Hoose stre
; ( Who was present st the time that order was
made? A Judge Lureil of course was present; |
Mr. Beckwith was present; | Wwas present: Mr.
Packaro, vhe Marshal, was present; Mr. DeKiine
wan present; Mr. Edward Fulton, who was the |
gentieman that called me to come in Lnere, Was
#lso preseat, and [ think Mr. Norton came in dur-
lug the writing of the order.

. Who were the attorneys in shat case on your |

Do rou know what smoupt of attorney’s fees

| ferently, 18 that I arriy

| 1t was clear why he did it to my min

| mot

ral mocount; 101 was sssignee I did oot | :iﬁur A. Mr, Beokwith, with Mr. Huntand] my- | jssuing of s restralning

1
| Q. Were there any other persons? A. No, sir; |

| “::'u’:"w make an Judge Durell
w ure
to wsue order. A. No, sir.
¢, How came you to wo o hs chambers that
[ evening? A. [was returning $o my own bouse |
wheu Mr. ton met me abd smid chat Judge
Durell was desirous of seeilg me, snd tha' be had
sent L0 @Y rooms lor me. | then socom Mr.
Fuitn to Juage 's
Q. Did you sl in 88 you went up there
e e Seckwita 0 She WAy Lhors o suit 10 i
. re 1
witer L arrived, e P

Q. What time in the day or night waa it that you
went lo.lmr Darell's room ? K It was
about pine o'clock 4 the eunlu: ey

Q. When you resched ols rooms, what ocourred
then? A. When | resched bis rooms he handed
me A ne rwhich contained tae procis mution

of Guverpor Wermoth uldn1 nak certain
PErsons were elected to tm are, 1think; [
think the procismation is made part of the oruer;
he uanded me the newspaper contaiuing that &ruc- |
lamation of December 4, 1872, by Governor War-

moth, und asked me Lo sit down & the table and
write an order which he would diotate; | accord-
Ingly did so; It is the oraer on page seveuteen of
the report of the Senale Committee on Privileges
and Elections In the Louisiana invest)

case
I wrote tue order as he dictated it, Witli (e excep-
tion thiat when Mr, Beckwith oame in be mude
some verbal changes; no substanusal changes
were made; the order was d oy some clerk
tnere—l do pot remeéember who he was—and ioe
Judge signed it and | went homa,

4. When you went t0 Judge Dureil’s rooma that
night did you know the purpose lor which be de-
sired to ses you ¢ A. Idid not,

Q. You had made ho application yoursell for
any such ordert A. No, eir,

. Ihid not know that any such order was in con- |
templation ! A, No, sir. |

4. Had vou any consultation with the assoclate |
counsel with relerence to proouring an order of |
that kind ¢ A, 1L 18 possible we had, but if 8o | do
uot remember it,

‘-Q.H ;\'.:rm-. Hunt, your associate eounsel, there !
, BT,

Q. Did you and Mr. Beokwith go there together,
or did he get there beiore you arrived f A. {
recollection of it, aithough he remembers 1t dil-
there before Mr. Heck-
with, and ] immedia sens for hum. I was there
probably five minutes belore Mr, Beckwith came.

Q. How long were you there al ther? A. As

near a8 1 can remember, it must have been an |

hour, There was just time to draw the order and

have it copied.
| DRAWING UP THE ORDER.

Q. Bow long were you there before yon com-
menced drawing the ordert A, | commenced
drawing the order as soon as [ went in.

Q. Did Judge Duiell stave to you the reasons for
making this order? A. 1 do not think he did; he
presented that proclamation to me; he some time
during the time | was there spoke of his ikemng
| thay order to & sequestration in ch ¥, but I do

not think bhe gave that &8 & reason; he guve no

reason for lssulng 1t; he simply saia, *I wish you

1o draw this order,” and he dictated it to me.

Did he state A whose instance he was taking
this course? A. He did pot state that it was at
#nybody's instance; | can state mr own fufercnce
if you wish; he said nothing that would indicate

WL he did |} except to present that proclamation;
although he

did Dot give the reasons,

Much of tnhe testimony is taken up with instances
of wrong throngh Norton's management of bank-
rupt estates, apd of the pecullar course of Judge

’. Durell in regard to these estatea. The testimony

in this respect is too voluminous even to attempt

| & summary, but the cases we give will serve as
| samples of the whole.

THE CASE OF THRE TIMES NEWSPAPER
is & fair sample. Mr, Charles A. Weed, one of the
proprietors of that journal, gave hia testimony on
the Sth of January, a8 followsi—

Q. State your occupation and residemce? A. I
am publisher of the New Orleans Times; I bave
been living in New Orleans since 1862,

Q. Were you of the firm of C. A. Weed & Co.? A.
Yes, sir,

QY T
ropia ! A, Ye .

Q. Plegsag to Alate the circumstances In conmnec-
tion with this propefty known as the fimes news-
piper. I belleve |t waalnvolved ln one way or an-
other with those proceedings, snd L would be giad
to bave you etate them as wnﬂl: as z?umla
A. Woen 1| first went into b eas_with J. H.
McEee we composed the tirm of Q. A. Weed & Co,;
the connection of the Tmes newspaper with bank-
rupt matters commenced 10 15655 In that year we
Went 1nto bankruptoy ; soon aiter Mr. Btone, the
assignes’s attorney, Lrougnht suil agalost Mssars.
Hoyt & King; Hoyt was & [rleod of mine in New
York, to whom I had sold one-ball of the news-
paper in 1866, belors 1 had gone Into bankruptey;
that suit remained withons any action being taken
on (L loF several Surl. and I supposed 1t was dis-
missed ; | asked Judge Wulker one day to go down
and have the matter attended to0; he reported
tnat it was done; that the sult had been dismissed ;
but it seems that he was mistak because about

4 year ago now Mr. McKee telegrap to Mr. Hoyt
at Btamilord, Conn., to come down; that business
bere required his atientlon; Mr, hnﬂ did come
down, aud, a8 soon as he gol here, papers (n the sait

were inmediately served upon bhim; I think the suit

was lor $130,000; he l{ml. out of 1t the best way he

could; he said he did not want to g0 belore the

gou bere and would rather settle it; and did so,
y

rt
log $186,000,
ﬁlﬁon see (it money pald? A, No, sir,
Were you present at any of the Interviews
with rejerence to the settlement of that Ltigation?
A. Yes, sir; at two,
% Yoo know tbe basts upon which it was settled?
es, BT,

Q. What was that $16,000 pald for? A. It was to
avert a judgment ol perhaps $120,000, the amount
of the swit brought; Mr., Hoyt said chat he was
sure that a judgment would be rendered against
him for the lull amouns.

Q With whom was that settiement made?! A,
It was made turough Mr. Hugbes, the attorney of
the assignee,

Q. What did Mr. Hughes claim that money was
for? A. Thatit was a settlement of this ciaim,

Q. Did he say what was to be done wWith the
mattert A, No, sir.

. 1 understood you to say & moment ago that
you had sold one-half of the interest Lo Mr. Hoyt?

A. Yes, air.

Q. Waus tbat an absolute sale? A. Tea, mir,

Q. Was he purchasing in nis own righy, or did he
hoid it 1o trust jor somebody else? A. It was Ln
trust for the beneflt of my wile,

.'t Was it sold to Mr. Hoyt, or was il trapsferred
t.l:bl lm jor the benefit ol your wife?! A. It Was &
Buie,

Q.oghlt was the consideration? A. He pald

Q 10 whom was thatpaid ? A. He credited Mrs,
Weea for the gmount, abd gave me a note at shirty

our Iu;m, 1 lhaﬂ“'h weré adjudicated bank- |
slr,

order under whioh parties
climing o be members of the Moknery uﬁ
Iature were prevensed (rom sssembliog in the
enanics’ lnstituve Hull, A. 1 heard of that order;
188w i in print with what was called & (80-5miie
:L;h'.l:\mp’l signature, but I know nothing
u
Q. How soon afier that order was issued did you
:euu l:u::u:du 1: 1] :'l‘a‘al rol;l“{l A8 8000 A8 IS
a8 pu i | resa pape! y
lg' as 1t 1t was lssned? A,
1ok

lished as su0D i

it waa,

, DId you know anything about the preparstion
otqiual order, or hear that {t was to be lssusd? A,
Nothing ; Judge Durell 1s not at all communicative
witn the clerks or employés of his ofMce,

These are his roseate recollections of
JUDGE DURELL'S HABITS,

What do you know in relatiou toJ
rell's bubits s8 Lo sobriety? A. 1 becam
quainted with Judge Durell at \hé time he
young attoroey aflaw, Lhirty-fve years
then the Marshal ol tbe city of New
alterwurds knew Judge Durell as & memn’
Board of Aldermen of shis ciiy; | was then the
gecretary of the Board; during the war Judge
Durell was Cnairman of the Bureau of Flnance,
under the military government; | waa ons ol tas
gecretaries of tnat bureau ; [ was at the same tine
toe secretary of the Board of Education, of which
Judge Dum{i wis the ruldm‘g omMeer; ko 1863 1
was appointed by Judge Dureli Cierk ol the United
Stated Cireoit Court, 1n 1864 Cierk ol the Unitea
States IMstrict Court, and held both offces for
several years; 1 am now Clerk of the District
Qourt afone, and during all that time I have had

| constant intexcourse with Juage Durell; I have

met bim (o the oMiciul capacities I Lave men-
tionea, have seen him at dinoer parties, weddings,
aud 0N various festive occasions, and so help e

| God 1 huve never seen humn once under the wfu-

ence of llgquor,

Q. Meitliér on nor off the Bench? A. Neither on
por off the Bench.

On the other hand, tnis s what Mr, H. N, Ogden,

& young lawyer and an occasional practitioner ln
Judge Durell's Court, has to say of his
CONDUCT ON THE BENCH.

Q. State whbat you know ol his conduct on the
beocht A, I will give you an instanve and stale &
case which occurred to mysell, which will throw
more IENt upon shat matter shan what I can asy
wenerally : | cannot say much of the treatment of
the rest of the Bar; | had a case jor & mau by the
name of Beely t B. F. Flanders, who wWas
formerly Mayor oi the olty of New Orleans and aiso
Military Governor of Louisiana; tne suit was lor
sbout $8,000; | fled a petition L0 the case; 1t was &
civil suit tn the Circult Court, and Mr. Beekwith
was employed upon tbhe other side ; he (s the United
Siates District Attorney; he first filed an excep-.
| tion in the natare of a demurrer; It was put to

1ssue whether I nad a cause of sotion st all in the
suit: that Is my present recollection ol the matier;
the exception was iried and overruled; some 8lx
mouths siterward the case wus caled on its
merits, apd [ had my witnesa, Mr. Seely, in Court;
L rule of that Court all cases are tried by jury,
uniess the jury 18 waived; I proposed to wamve
the jury; I dia not care to trylit by jur{. the
Judge having decitded this point In my f(avor,
whizh gave me, as | considered, piain saliing; but
Mr. Beckwith declined to walve the jury, and the
jury was called; 1 put my witness on the stand,
and while | was examiniog him to prove tne lncts
alleged In my petition, the Judge asked for the
petition 1n the cass; It was haoded to him; he
then interrupted me (o the most abrupt manner
by saying, **You have got no cash against Fian-
ders;" | was astonisned; the case had been tried
on the exception, and wus now um!a velore a jury
that had been regulariy empanelied; 1 tuld him
that | proposed to try the case belore the jury, O
he would permit me;lha said “You have got no |
case against Flanders,” or words to that eflect; 1
then asked h “Do you proposs to take the
cage away from the Jury alter this person has heen
gworn 1 and be sald, “I will do 1t 1T I feel Like it;
1then said, “Well, sir, as 8 matter of course, [
have no way of preumlni Your Honor irom doin
that, but this jury was asked by Mr, Beckwiih;"

WaS more of ag% o;mbarrmo 5 1 turned to my

client and Spoke him to what I should do
| next, and while 1 wad iotng #0 the Judge dis-

cbarged Lhe jury, and ¢ wounld Ty this case
on exceptions; | knew of nd ax ous; the only
exception that bad been takenin the SR86 een
tried and decided to my lavor; 1 cien told mf 4 ]

case; that | had just returned trom Washlngton,
and the Judge was evidently prejudiced against
me; that was last winter; I told my client to get
anutiier lawyer; he said, “If you cannot get tﬁu
matter throngh, I will take chances with
f"“ ' Iwas determined to do the best I conld
or bim, s0 I 1tried the mpext morning,
when the J was on the bench, to have a day
fixed to try these jury exceptions; Beckwith was
absent and the case was contlnued irom time to
time; st iast 1 got his ear and presented the bill
of exceptions, determined il Lhe Court overruled
me that I wonld take the case to the Bopreme
Court; 1 handed the bill of exceptions to Mr, Gur-
ley, the Assistant District Attorney; a day or two
alterwarde the case was cailed (b court, sod the
Judge said, just a8 abruptiy as he had done be.ore,
that the case would pe iried by a Jury, and he said
to the UmMcer ol the Court, “Call ihat jury;” the
jury was called and the cuse tried; on some ques-
tion that 1 asked & witness, the Judge made Lhis
remark from the beneh, and | think the jury will
rememober it Lt was to the edect, “Let the case go
on; I wil charge the jury that you have gotno
case,” or words to vhat effeci; the idea was that he
wuuald cuT'o me out of the case, although I mighs
g0 on;

knew very well the jury was
with them, but & piain case; the
Jury was white and half black; Mr.

Fianders was a leading man on the other side for
muany yearsa; the case weant on, and I finally made
my argument 10 the jury: I told them tng Judge
W8 going to charge against me—thst the Jnuga
waa ring under a mistake as to what was the
condition of the case; to my astonishment the
Judge 1o Charging the ) charged from my own
written request snd entirely in my lavor; the jury
was out, I think, about twenty minutes, wnen
they bronght in a verdiot 1n my favor for the whole
smount claimed ; Mr. Beckwith made a motion in
suspense of judgment, and the Judge asked for
briets 1o the case; 1 flled a brief, and the thing
held until the summer vacation of the Court, and
it has not been decided yet.

Q. Was the Judge sober at the time of the trial?
A. 1 always thought he was sover, but from the
Wway in which he changed bis positiun on that trial
it led me to believe that there was some mental
adbernuon ol the mind; 1 do not think he waa

|

On the question of
DURELL'S DEUNKENNESS ON THE BENCH

this is the very lunny testimony of Mr. Loew, the
Deputy Clerk of the Oourt, who knows as liitle, I‘
apparently, as the Clerk himsell, The time was
the occasion oi Judge Dureli's difficulty with Judge
Campbell :—

Q. Do you remember diMcolty or contro-

days and piaced Lt to the credit of Mrs, Weed; the
understanding was that when the profits of the
uper amounted to $50,000 he was then to transler |
t to any one alie sugeested ; and 1f you look at the |
books you will find that in 1868 the profits amounted |
to that sum, and Mr. Hoyt no more appears in the
affair; he was then huldlng the property in trust.
YQ' lild Mr. Hoyt pay this of lus own money ¥ A.

&8, alr,

. Was Mr. Hoyt related to Mra. Weed ¢ A. Yes, |
sir; Iused toreside at Stamjord atone time; I |
was then worth a great deal of money, and he was
always wanting me to secure mouey to her in case
anytibing should trunapire; 1 never did se until I
came down here, when [ made this trensfer that I
bhave apuken ol

Q. Mr. Norton, as assignes, brought suit agalnst
Mr. Hoyt for the purpose ol subjecting that prop-
erty to bankruptcy proceedings? A. Yes, sir.

Q. And those were the cicumstances of the
transactiont A. Yes, sir,

Q. Has there been any order issuea or action
taken recently against the IMmes newspaper? A.
There Was & year ago.

, Any since tnen? A. Bimply an order of the
assignee putting o receiver Lhere,

How long since? A. Sowe duy last week; he
‘was there for one day.

, What became of him then? A. Mr. Palmer
put him out.

(. Who was the Receiver? A. A gentieman by
the name of Armstrong ; Mr. Palmer was in charge
st tbat time, but he was In the country that day,
and Mr. Bigney was in charge the day that Arm-
strong was appointed ; Armsirong bhad written an
srticle in regurd to Judge Durell and sent it up
stairs to be set up. Mr. Bigney sald that it should

!3 In and sent word Lo the composition room
not to sl 1L 0P After ne went home Mr. Armstrong
went up to the composition room and said It must

in_and they put isin; when Mr. Higney re-
turned the next morning he told Mr, Armstrong
to et our ol the place, which he ald.

Q. Have you gol a copy of thatarticls? A. No,
mir,

Q. Let me see If I anderstand you, Did Mr.
Armstrong biing  that  aruele  there be-
fore he wuas appointed Receiver? A, 1
do not know; Mr. Higney, the editor, told |
me that Mr., Palmer toid Mm, in the pre-
ence o! Armstrong, that he wanted the paper to
be ottgpoken, dnd not to be wlusnced Hy any out-
sitle censidgrations, but to tell tie truth in regafd
10 all meu and  &il parties: Mr. Hunt, the attorney
ol Mr, King, when he uad charge of the paper, had
remalnea very quiet in regard to the Bankrupt |
Coart and Judge Durell, and Mr, Palmer in giving
his instroctions o Bigney, while Armsirong was
present, told him as | have stated ; Arwstrong was
appointed Receiver, aud he wrote this article that
1 have referred to and had it pot in,

Q. I8 was after ne was appointed Receiver that
he commanded that tils aiticle sbuukl be pube
liswed ¥ A. Yes, wir.

. And it was publighed under the clrcumstances
you have stated ! A. Yes, sir,

y, After the publication of that article what be-
came of Mr, Armsirong and Ls Receiversbip ¥ A.
They both went out; M1, Palmer returned from the
cuuntry next day and weut to the ofice and as-
worted his right and bis own proprietorstip: he res-
instabed Mr. Blgoney, whose sutbority lisd been
overruied by Armatrong.

Mr. Charles Claiborne | clark of the United
States District Conrt by the appointment of Judge
Dureil. Mr, Clairborne bas known Judge Durell tor
thirty-five years. Hut Clalborne proiesses to be
very ignorant of matters in hs own court. He
knew nothing aboul toe jees in his own ofice.
Thia is all he knew of

THE ORDER RESTRAINING THE M'ENERY LEGIS-
LATURE,

Q. Do you remember the clrcumstsnces of the |

versy between Judge Dn:ﬁf and Judge Campbell?
A. Tnere was something of that sort,

L&. L'o you remember what Judge Durell sald to
Judge Cumpbeli? A, Ido uot remember,

. Was not tbhe Judge tight that alternoon? A.
He was a liktle excited.

Q. Was he not lntoxicated? A, No, sir; he waa
8 little excited,

Q. Excited with what? A. He was excited; bhis
face was red,

Q. Was 1t your opinlon that he had been drink-
fng? A, It was my opiclon that be had drank &
lttle more than usual,

JUDGE CAMPBELL'S STATREMENT.
This (s Judge John A. Uampbell’s statement, of
what occurred on shat occasion:—

The case was one ol An assignee in bankruptcy
pamed Manefield againse Mr. Sostbene Allaine;
the character of the case was this; mansfleld ps &
bunkrupt made claim of an interest in the planta-
tion of Ailsine under some contract with Ailaine;
thus did not appear at all in Mansfield’s bankru
scheduies; Mwe, Allaine had recovered a judg-
ment 1o one of the State courts for a separation
between her and her husband, and the properiy
belonging to her ai the time of the marriage was
decreed to her ut the time of separation; the
Sherif had taken the plantation of Mr. Allaine
with & view T0 enforeing that claim; there
were two proceedings taken out, one of
them on t mmple puggestion of the
Altorpey in Bankruptcy that the bankrupt had
some interest in that estate; there was no other
evidence than this suggestion on the recorda of
any on the property, either by Mausfie/d or
by the sssignee, and an offcer was sent there to
peize the plantation; there was also an injanc-
tlon obtalned, ex parte, without notice,
altogether, it was a ve utrurdlnmz.wooeed-
ing; 1was engaged by Mrs, Alisine to have those
procecdings set aside. and a night session was ap-
pointed for an argument of the case, and ] went
there; the papers nad got hold of this matter in
pome previous discusaion and made 8 deal of
it; 1 went into the Court, and ona ol the connsel
moved Lo adjourn, saying that the discussion shoald
be made 10 the day ume; this was a night séeasion
aud very unnusual, the only one 1l ever knew of}
1 referred to the remarks in the ‘rsper!.
and stated the asperwions of them bad noth-
ing to do with the administration ol justice in this
case, and thereupon the Judge broke out ina very
Joud and very insuiting tone, aspuming that 1 had

repared these pieces in the newspapers and signil-

ying that | should not overawe the Courtj I rose

| to reply to bim and be turned s face 10 me; 1

#aW Al once that he was dronk and 1 made no re-
ply. and he adjourned the Court: of course I had
nothing to do with the newspapers of any publica-
tions copcerning him in them.

. You difl not injorm him that !yon had nothing
to do with the newspapeérs ! A, Nothing at all; ne
pdjourned the Conrt instantly, before I had oppor-
tunity; 1 saw he was drunk sud 1 hesttated an lo-
jnstant, but he imwediately adjourned the Court.

GRAND INDIAN OOUNCIL OF OANADA.

NaPANER, Feb. 19, 1874

The Grand Indian Council oi Canada, whioh has
been in session here, has adjourned, The present
acts being distastefol to the red men, It wWaa
resolved to bring the whole subject under the no-
tice of the Domialon government, and delegates
were appolntea for that purpose to visit Otlaws
during the approaching session of Parllament. [t

ar fact that the delegates from the dil-
}::o;'t pes conld not udmmd each other, and
euch chiel's speech had Lo be translaied Invo .
to the various lan-

mmm mm w ﬂ:ll"i agaln on the 18th
of June.

that he had better employ somebody else in the |

ASHANTEE.

Ceneral Wolseley's March to
Coomassie.

The Ambassadors of King Koffes Under
Guard in the English Camp.

SUICIDE BY ONE OF THE ENVOYS.

Military Crowner’s Quest—A

Briet Verdict.

Peculiar Points of Native
Diplomacy.

PRAHSO, ON THE PRAH, Jon. §, 1874,

The Ashantee Ambassador, with bis actachés
aod caplured sconts, are still ander guard vlede Lo
headguarters. Since thelr resldence bt Lhis camp
they bave coniributed an incident which Las
ocaused considerable surprige and subject matier
for aiter-dinner dlscussions,

SUICIDR OF A DIPLOMATIST,

On the night of the 4th inst., while the entire
camp, excepting sentries and others, was [ast
asleep, the loud report of a gun startied us all
from ocur slumbers. Varions sarmises were put
fortn mentally by each of ua after we had heard it
as to what might have caused the ill-timed shot.
I, for one, Imagined thata sentry had detected &
sinister figure crawling near hesdguarters and
hud shot him, ogghat one of the Asuantees had
sotually gamned the river trylng to make his eacape,
or that a clumsy eencry had discharged us gun
acoldentaily. 1 dare say not one who beard the
ghot Imagined that it waa done by & seli-murderer,
But when loqulries bad been instituted a8 Lo who
fired we were told that an Ashantee—one of the
Ambassadorial sulte—haa shcs nimsell,

Then began the curlons to ask why he had com-
mitted sulclde. The santry did not Eoow, neither
did the Ambussador nor his suite know anything
of It. The szntry declared that the man bad been
permitted to retain his gun, and had apparently
gone Lo sleep with the wespon Iylng by his side.
A8 he passed backwards and forwards befors the
duor of ihe hut wherin the prisoners were guarded
he had heard Do movemens or sulr, but bad been
suddenly startled by the discharge of & gun within
the hut. When the bat was entered by the ofi-
cers of the ataff, Immediately after the alarm, the
body of the unfortunate lay sprawliog on nis mas,
while & gaping wound in the lower part of the face
and under the chin, and the scorched beard in-
formed us how he had luou«j_qg_ {o the saigldal

R0 R
- crownER'g, §Taer Liw, L

A court of inquiry was lnstitated next morning
on the hoa._v—n kind of coroner’s 1nvestigation—
but the officers of the conrt declared themaglves un-

ble to i 88 Lo the reasons whicn had induced
the uilldPpy pon toslay himself; they could only
agree that the BOb Wad suicidal, Either one
of two things must bave been the true
canse. Having witnessed the mechanical
powers of the Gatling gun, and overcome
with dread at tne prospect of being compelled %o
face the ternble weapon in battle. he had preferred
to taks his own Ilfe rather than wait for what he
may have considersd a certain fate; or upon find-
ing himself alone with his companions oe had ex-
tolled the powers of the latal Gatling and depre-
cated further resistance on the part of the Ashan-
tee King to white men armed with such awiolly
destructive weapons, and incurred thereby severs
censure irom his superior, who bhad probably for-
ther threatened to report his words to tioe King,
who would know how to punish such language,
calculased to work mischlef and perhaps demoral-
ize the Ashantee army. Knowlog from manifuld
experience the nature of the punishment the King
would vigie apon him, It 1s very lUkely that the
poor fellow, seeing no other way L0 escape, songht
relief from 1t by suicide,

PECULIABITIES OF THE DIPLOMACT.

This act, however, colncides with what travellers
have told us of the pecullar tempersment of the
Ashantees, Major Ricketts, in his account of the
Anglo-Ashaniee war of 1828, described how &t the
declsive battle of Dubowah, which terminated that
campaign, the Ashantee chiefs severally blew them-
selves up when they saw tho tide of battie turning
againgt them and their followera fiylng precipl-
tately from the fleld. Other travellers on this
const bear tesimony to this feature in Ashantee

character.
NILITARY CONCESSION,

The Ashantee Ambassador and s lollowers were
very much gratifled yesterday at being permitied
to Lury their dead countrymsan on the Ashantee
glde of the Prah. Toey conveyed the body in a
kind of cage made of bamboo, sud, having dug a
grave In a shady place of the lorest, went through
gome uninteresting ceremony common to West
African negroes after they had covered the body
Wwith native earth.

BAD NEWS FROM GLOVER.

We nave exceedingly bad mews from Glover,
anad from my well koown championship of him I
conslder nim to be & superior manin every war,
and to have been merc.lessly chafed by several
officers, Glover, on belng told by #ir Garnet by
letter that he would have to be on the Prah, close
to Dndawi, by the 156th of January, replied by re-
turn of mall that he could not move hia allles to
march 8o precipitately; that the only dependable
force he had with him amounted to only 700 men,
a8 he would have to leave some of the moss trust-
worthy to goard his stores, Glover, when he re-
celved the oraer from Bir Garnet, who has lately
been made responsible for the conduct of all mill-
tary columns moving upon Ashantee, had already
crossed the Volta preparatory to attacking the
avowed allles of the common enemy, Bir Garnet
further stated, in his letter to Vommissioner Glover,
that a8 the Awunahs wers merely hostlle to
the English because the Ashantees were at war |
with the English, who, when they saw the dowa- i
fall of the Ashantees, would withdraw their alll- |
snce from them, it was not good policy to waste |
preclous time upon & weak enemy; that the daty |
of the expedition was to cruosh the Ashantees as
soon &8 possible, Whben Bir Garnet received
Glover's reply that he could only depend npon the
Lagoa contingent of Haussas and Yorubns he at
once wrote to Glover to march upon the Pran with
what force be oould, even though Le had but 500
men with him.

The magnificent force which Glover had ratsed
to asstst Bir Garnet in his Invasion of Ashantee has
thus awindlea down into an insignificant number
of 700 men ; but I, as & nentral correspondeat de.
void of all prejudice, can conscientfonsly say that
this reduotion I8 no fault of Glover's. It arises
from the peremptory order of Bir Garnet enjoin-
ing upon Qlover to be &t the Prah by a
certain date, wolch Giover knows to be Impossible
with the small staf of ofMoers he has eniisted on
his side to assist him (n leadiag the vast bat ln-
congruons force of natives e has gathered aboug
him to invade Ashantes, Fetiches and couneils—
excuses for delays which the native chlefs offer—
are oot to be overridden by entreaties, promises of
reward or threals coming Irom & force of ten offl-
cers in the teeth of 26,000 natives, who entertaln &
strong objection to facilitate war operations to the
neglect of costom &nd Feticnism. How many

traveders are thers who have not bewailed in
terms ns strong as Giover employs the procras-
tinaing character of native Africans, afid have
not despairingly ylelded at last to the pressure
of overwheiming numbers, whose ears were
closed to the ery of the white men to “marcn?”

THE MILITARY OFFICRRS
at this camp say that Glover's schemse to aid Sir
Garnet Wolseloy with a forcs of 25,000 nastves has
fatled; that his part of the campalgn bas turnsd
out to be n huge Aaseo; that nis expenses, amount.

| dallied witn

in \r Garoet to
| s te Alrica.

ing to £6,000 per month, hayve been mere waste ol
British money; uiat tnitesd of being Of assistance |
tg ir Garget, Commuissioner Glover Das beea the |

feverse, having enlisted nis reerafts (rom coun.
tries- which might have materially Sssisted Bir
Garnet had 0ot been engayed by Glover. This
18 81t very nerous fo & man who, tike Glover,
has made almost superbuman efforts to render
efMolent mid to the column under Sir Oaroes
for no five oficers on Sir Garnet's staf oould
bave done half sy m 83 Glover has done
single-handed, and Bir Garnet Wolseley, bril
iaot a8 he may be, ocould not Dhave done
more. The best Geosral (n the British service
piaced In the same circumatances us Glover fonad
bimsell—retarded oy mative procrastinstion,
sgainst which A8tAf of tem oMoars found It hope-
less to contend, yet commanded by Sir Garnot per-
emplorily 10 be ata certain point st a given date—
could not have done more than Captain Giover has
done. Twenty-8ve thousand native Africans are
not to be moved by ten Englishmen with the
punctuality with which Sir Oarnet Wolseley and
250 oMowrs can move 3,000 Buropoans,  Sir Garnes
Wolscley “;:"W“" teiegraph to Bir Archibald
Allson, o charge of the European brignde, “Bring
up your brizade to the Prab by such an hour," and
sir Garnet Wolseley may retire to bed conildent shas
the bour be- named would behold the European
brigade marching before his headquariers. Bus
neltbher telegrams, letiers, peremptory commands
nor atormy threats would avall Bir Garnet againss
26,000 pative Alricacs, even tnhough his 250 oMoars
asslsted bim In the writing of them,
AN ESCORT AND INVABIOM.

Bir Garnet sent the Ashaotee Ambassadors early
this morning acrosa the Frah, in onarge of the
naval brigade, who were in complete marching
order. After escording them sowme distance on
thelr road the brigade was haited & short time, and
then marched back ¢o its camp on this side, hav.
ing suMeiently performed the ack of invasion I
presence of the King's messznger, who would, mo
doubt, bear speedlly to the King the unplessank
tidings of white men being on Ashantes soil. This
act may impress the Elng with the necessity for
Inssant action, or induce him to listen with willing
ear to the terms of ghe ultimunm which
the English General has despatched to King
Koffes by hus messenger. If he decides on l1a-
stant action Bir Garnet will have drawn down
on him the enemy befors he I8 prepared to receive
him, while every man capable ol bearing arms wiil
be impresged throughout the Ashantee kingdom
for a final effort of resistance elther st the Adansi
hilis or around Coomassis, The General may have
acted wisely in having permitted the Ambassadors
to return. We who are in wue dark respecsing his
intentions fall to see the wisdom of the act &%
present. A genersl less respected ior his military
skill and his keen penetrative fasulties tnan Sir
Guarnet ls might be credited with & lack of com.
fidence In himself for resorting to such tricks as
demonstrating the mechanical powers of the Gal-
ling and sen llng the Ambassadors nomse to serrily
the KExog with an exaggerated description of the
formidable weapons the white men po3sess; he
might be said to be alightly disponraged by the
fadlure of his tr port and the wholesale desertion
of his carriers, and to bope by shis means to averd
A catastrophoe or she ohince of one. But Bir
Garnet uas the confidence ofus all, and he may
commit the absifrdest things withous incurring the
contempt or the distruat of any ona.

] POSITION OPF THE BRITISH TROOPS. _

gfr agraet has, however, dono more than dis-
piay his sti2e army for she benefit of the Ashantes
Ambassadors on gnlwr side of the Prah, Hia
advance force la at Essfiwan, thirteen miles beyond
the Prah, under Major Rusdéi! $nd Lieutenant Lord
Gifford, who have ordsrs not to hal¢ apsil thay have
purmounted the Adansi hills. The lat{$r omosr,
who has distinguistied himself already by his tire-
less energy, fllis the dangerous but honaorable
of ohief of the scouts. The day before yesterday,
88 his men plunged through the buan, he encoun-
tered & few Ashantee sples, whioh rgsnited in the
doath of one of the enemy and & wound recelved
by one of his Kassa scouts. They rested at Esgin-
man last night, estanlishing & post, and to-day will
move on to Akrolroom, ten miles beyond, tooks
ading each stacion a8 they arrive aé conveniens
and suitable places.

A redounbt 18 being constructed at the.other end
of the bridge, a8 & téte-du-pont, and the bridge, I
am happy to say, !s an sccomplished fack An
ample piece of ground is to be cleared on the other
gide of the Prah, and the felling of glgantic trees,
with their after-consumption by fire, afords an ia-
teresting slght.,

“CHEER, BOYS, OHEER!"

The sallors of the naval vrigade are the happlest
fellows 1o camp, if one may Judge by the hilarious
sounds which issue from their quarters at night,
They have & coplous répertoire ol ballads and
songs with whnich chey charm evenlogs which
otherwise would be exceedingly duil. They are
marched in gouples through the camp during the
day for many purposed, but the mere sounda of
their regular footateps are cheering, while thay
sometimes enliven toeir work with a well-song
song and chorus.

THE TRANSPORT DUSINESS
dally assnmes more serious proportions. Ooclonel
Eviyn Woods' regluent and the Seconld Weak
Indians have been converted iuto carriers, while
an officer nas gone with a detachment of police to
stir up she chiels to assist the General to procure
supply bearers, Two advancing white reglments
have been haited on the road and the T'wenty -third
Fusileers have been ordered uol to disumbark.,
Any way we look at 1%, the falling of our transpers
is serwous, and It absorbs the aliensiom
of the General and his staff, You will recollect how
often my letters huve toucned upon this sublect of
transport i Africa. Only travellers wno have uo-
dergone the same ARDOYWDCES Can appreciate the
importance atiachea 10 Lbe Iransport guestion.

| Bir Garnet placed nis whole faith and reiance im
| the Fanteea. He mustered,

after considerable
trounle, n force of 5,000 bearers; he fed and paid
them by the day, but he gave no lurther heed to
them; he pever thought It necessary to see that
they daid nol desert him. Any travelier in Afries
comd have told him that it was & mistake 10 pay
the Fantees by the day; that the natoral indo-
lence of the natives would prove a serious impedi-
ment to their permanent employment when
they had the means to support themseives
without labor for o long tlme alter receiving
a few shilings of their pay. Any traveller
conld have told bim that unleas he nnremittingly
kept watch over them Bir Garnet could never re-
talu them after impressing their services for hard
Iabor, distastetul 10 the native nature. Any trav-
eller could have told Sir Garnet that he could
never be sure of their services i be did not elther
chain them in gangs or set aalde a force of armed

' men Lo superintend them who would be neld re-

sponaible for any desertion. And any traveller
could have told Sir Garnet that to depend solely
on Fantee humanity to convey hls nup‘puaa to the
front was to surely prepare (or himsell serious de-
lays, annoyances, perhaps fatlure. If the money
expended on & Gold voass rallway aod its heavy
material had veen expedded ln #‘runumz mules
or elephants this deiay ot the h would never
have occurred. I he had paid less stten-
tion to tne Fantes chies snd bad Dok

them, bat had acted with
that vigor which we might have expected from
tue power conferred on him, we might have been
able Lo cross the l-’n.z.:lneln 154l inak., o0 our on~
ward march to Cuom 4 ta bet. Ir hé Nad

now, tha pros
Qo e hls nttention solsly to his transport and
reserved his energies Io% Hhould by (bis time dave
T e omadnle.  The more | #ce of tals expedi-
eaoh day for COmpar-

been at Cooma<nie.
an ordinary sraveller aboul Lo

tion L swe stronger Erol

'Tne traveller, to be supcessiul,
ﬁ?:m-m%uaml attention to the procuring
of means Lo carcy his suppiies, without which ne
only preparcs himself for disaster and fajlure.
Whon the menns have been assured he begins his
muarch, snd ocontnues it without lurther delay—

his wit, sense and wiatever other quailties
he may r8s enabling Mim Lo coutinue It as
circumsiances mas offer.

My coligagues on thls expedition may ascribe
the dm’l:fon of the carriers to the InsuMoient
ing or paying of them; but tlus will oot be
he natives have been treated suticlent
well. For very lighl work they have been p
too well and too regularity. I have scen hundrods
of loads of rice marked fiity pounds each, o
boxes oi flon: marked vnly forty pounds, whereas
# man's full load shouid not have been less than
seventy pounas, Our private carriers, for the

same pay a% the government gives Lhem, Carr
seventy and seventy.five pounds, yet they do
complain of overwaight, neither do th an.

The secret of this 18 that we pay by the month,
and always Keep ourselves at least swo weeoks la
their dent.

posts

There are two
BEYOND THRE PRAR
now. The first is Attoplassi, six miles from
Prahsu; the second s Ksslsman seven miles
beropd Attoblassl



